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Greetings from the Helm.  Time has flown and I seem to have stood still.  I've followed the recovery process of Connie Gross (wife of Shipmate Fred 61') with prayers and good thoughts.  It appears she will be on her feet again soon.  I've also followed the loss of numerous shipmates. They will be remembered during our next reunion.  Keeping the memory of the fine ship "Muliphen" is one of my goals.  Many shipmates have helped through financial donations and donations of Mule artifacts to the Port St. Lucie Museum.  I want to remind you again, to check your closets and garage for old Mule stuff.  It may be part of the Muliphen or something your wore or used while stationed on the Muliphen.  Contact me at 813-685-9477. I'll help you make arraignments to have it displayed or stored at the Museum.  They rotate the themes and items displayed.  If you have an interesting story that goes with the item, please feel free to add the story.  Keep it clean for public consumption. 
2016 Reunion

The first "Cruise Reunion" is right around the corner.  We already have more than 30 people registered to go.  The more the merrier.  January 23rd is the Locked In Price for the registration.  However; it doesn't mean you missed the boat.  Registration is still in progress.  As of this writing I'm not sure if the fee has gone up or down.  Whatever it has done I'm sure that it has only changed  a little.  The registration process is very simple.  Just call Val Kittson or Jane Munzell at 866-595-3667.  Tell them your interested in the 21st Annual USS Muliphen Reunion, Cruise. The dates are from April 14th through April 18th out of Tampa, Florida on the Royal Caribbean's Brilliance of the Seas.  Family members, children, brother, sisters, and your friends are all welcome to go.  Val can provide you details, plus you can go to http://www.ussmuliphen.waterwaytravel.com/index.html for more details.

Remember to bring your Passport.  Traveling to Mexico or the Caribbean a passport could become a life saver for you.  For cruises the passport process works like this.  Departing and returning to your cruise ship in one of the Mexico or Caribbean ports, requires only your ships boarding pass.  Here is the catch.  If you miss ship's movement for any reason, you'll need a valid passport to leave the foreign country and return to the U.S.  This would mean you would have to go to the U.S. Embassy, for the Red Tape process.  Or wait while someone at home, finds your passport and FedEx's overnight to you at the Embassy.  It could be very complicated.  So the bottom line is, just bring it!

Also, don't forget to get your cancellation insurance.  Either with Val Kittson and Jane Munzell 
at Expedia Cruise Ship Centers or through a local AAA Insurance sales office   At our age we never know what each day holds for us, better safe than sorry. 

2017 Reunion
So, the BIG question is:  Where will the 2017 reunion be held?  Short answer, the Mid-Atlantic area.  Somewhere within range of Norfolk.  That has been the on going request by several shipmates.  I, personnally have attended Norfolk, Virginia Beach and other nearby reunion sites.  All, very nice.  Security changes at N.O.B. or presently known as Naval Station Norfolk, have restricted onbase mobility to sight-seeing busses only.  Exceptions, if you are a retiree with base privilages.  But, we'll work around that and have another spectacular reunion.  Then on to 2018!
[image: image5.jpg]


A brief history of the USS Muliphen
1944-1945

Following shakedown in Chesapeake Bay, Muliphen sailed on 1 December 1944 to operate with the Fleet Sonar School, Key West, Florida. On 14 December, she steamed for the Pacific where she joined Transport Division 43 off Pearl Harbor, and sailed to prepare for the invasion of Iwo Jima at Eniwetok, arriving on 5 February 1945. Muliphen arrived off Iwo Jima on 19 February, unloaded until 4 March, then retired to Saipan.

She departed on 27 March for the invasion of Okinawa, took part in a feint landing on 1 April, and repeated the feint the following day. Held in reserve off Okinawa until 10 April, she sailed then for Saipan and cargo duty between the Marianas and Solomons. She arrived in Manila on 18 September with a cargo of underwater demolition gear, and spent the next three months carrying occupation troops to Japan from the Philippines, until sailing for Seattle on 24 November.

1946-1970
Serving with the Naval Transportation Service, for the next four years she carried men and supplies to Asiatic and Pacific ports, and supplied Point Barrow, Alaska in 1946 and 1947.

In 1950 Muliphen transferred to the Atlantic Fleet Amphibious Amphibious Force, based at Norfolk. The following decade she rotated in a steady schedule of Caribbean and Mediterranean deployments. In 1958 she participated in the amphibious landings at Beirut, Lebanon, when a prompt response by the 6th Fleet prevented Communist subversion of Lebanon's government. Continuing similar duty in the 1960s, she also took part in NATO exercises and the training of Naval Academy midshipmen.

On 1 January 1969, Muliphen was redesignated LKA-61.
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The Ships Store
Bob Casey 62' and Karen Robertson are managing the Ship's Store, mostly online through E-bay using PayPal, check or cash.  I have a couple of items that I'm debating if there would be interest.  I've now had the old Muliphen Ships Logs from 1949-1953 on Microfilm converted to DVD.  They are listed by year.  They show all ship personnel orders coming and going from the ole Mule.  For anyone interested I'll consider making copies and selling them for $4.00 including mailing.  Let me know if [image: image7.jpg]


you are interested.  Jerry Wotherspoon 64' at 813-685-9477 ( I take check only).
How to throw a good reunion.

Are you interested in how a reunion is put together?  I'm going to let you in on a few hidden facts on putting a reunion together.  I realize this may not be your first rodeo.  Your age along tells me that you've either attended or put together a reunion.  So, I'll just run the basic by you.  And then tell you the process I go through.
1.  Theme:  Muliphen Reunion

2.  Dates:  Spring

3.  Locations:  Mostly east coast of the U.S.

4.  How much:  cost per person.
That's the basics.  So, here are a few of the items to remember.  As the industry of reunions go, I'm known as the PIC or Person In Charge or sometimes the D.M., Decision Maker.  It's like buying a new car and the salesperson ask you are you the Decision Maker?  That's when you go get your wife.

Next, FAM or Familizeration Trip.  That's when you are invited to a location to check out what a reunion for your group might be like.  I love FAM trips, They are usually all expence paid and a small taste of all the good things that go on in the community.

FAM trips are usually provided by the local CVB or Community Visitors Bureau.  They have a budget to wine and dine potential reunion groups.  Some FAM trips are very good and some not so good.  Our Chattanooga Reunion was the results of a good FAM trip.  I attended a FAM trip at the Trade Winds Resort in St. Pete, Florida just 35 miles from my home.  It was a very nice FAM trip, but much to expensive for our group.  That's where the PIC person in charge or DM decision maker, must know his group.  Their size, number of attendees, abilities (age and disabilities), and general financial health.  We are all on Fix-Incomes at our age and to my knowlege not Power-Ball winners.

My next decission is how to put the reunion on.  The questions are:
1.  Do I do it myself.

2.  Hire a reunion professional.

3. Call it quits and see if someone else will pickup the guantlet.

I have a friend and he is the total (do it himself) reunion organizer for the USS Independance.  A large reunion by any standard.  He has a paid salary and all his expensise are paid, because it's a full-time job for him.  He works it year around.  I don't do that because the Muliphen can't afford me.  Besides if we had over 1000 people attending, I would need more help.
I don't organize the reunions myself.  It's to time consuming and even though I understand the negotiation process, I don't have the attendee power to demand cheaper stuff.
I do hire a reunion professional.  We've tried several companies over the years.  Most have been very sucessful for our group, with varing degrees of quality.  That's why I'm not opposed to trying different groups.  Just so you understand, the reunion professionals I've used in the past, do not directly charge our group or any individual a fee.  They are a like travel agencies or tour groups.  They get a commision on booking the rooms, the bus, the banquet, the tours.  We get a discount on nearly all of the above things, because the professional also negotiates fees for us too.  The professional carries the liability insurance, and answers all the questions from both the attendees and hotels etc.  They work things out for us, because they have the power of numbers.  We are not the only group the represent.
Communications
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the shipmates for kind words and contributions.  Without you, the USS Muliphen Reunion Assoc. would not exist.  Take time to call a former shipmate and say, Hello.  I'm already working on a new Muliphen Phone/Address book for 2016. Stop in on the Internet and visit us at:  www.ussmuliphen.com and leave a comment on our message board for all to see.   Visit the facebook site at USS Muliphen Aka-61 and "Like" us and leave a comment.
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The USS Muliphen Reunion Association

is a non-profit 501(c)19 veterans' organization.  Incorporated in Delaware. Donations to the Association qualify as charitable contributions for Federal Income Tax purpose.

Members of the Executive Board

President: Gerald Wotherspoon 64'
Vice President: Richard Markley 63'
Secretary: Louise Martin

Treasure: Linda Sharp

Storekeeper: Robert Casey 62'
Galley Officer: John Ellas 59'
Chaplain: Herman Autry 61'
Historian: Fred Rodriguez 58
Members Officer: Joan Wiant

© 2016 The USS Muliphen Assoc.
Note: The Ship's Store is a separate account and all it's  profits, are used for Gifts and replenishing the Store supplies No salaries are paid to any person involved with the Muliphen  Association..
Donations to our 501c19 Not-for-Profit Group

Enclosed is a self addressed donation envelope for the 2016 donations. Paypal online donations can be made.

(we are a no dues association).    Donations are only requested and all donation go towards the running of the

association. No salaries are paid to our volunteer staff. Only reimbursement for out of pocket expenses for the association.
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