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USS MULIPHEN (AKA-61) 2015 Reunion

The USS MULIPHEN (AKA-61) 2015 Reunion got off to a great start before noon on Thursday,
April 30 as several of our members and guests gathered in the Hospitality Room to set up items from the
ship’s store and for the Silent Auction. This was the place to gather, reminisce and catch up on news from

last year's reunion,

Handshakes and hugs were plenty as members arrived and reported in at the Registration table lo-
cated downstairs in the lobby of the Nashville Opryland/Airport Hotel in Nashville, TN. Jerry Woth-
erspoon and Julie Baker, On-Site Manager from Premier Reunions, welcomed each member and guest as
they arrived.

Most of the thirty-nine members and guests had arrived in time for the Welcome Reception that was
held in the hotel’s restaurant that evening. As we dined on pizza, salad and sipped on iced tea and drinks
from the cash bar, Jerry Wotherspoon welcomed everyone and asked each member to introduce themselves
and tell a bit about their life. Later we enjoyed tales from shipmates being onboard the USS MULIPHEN.,
One of the best stories was told by Douglas Johnson and how the ship almost sank. The best part of his
story was when he illustrated the swaying of the ship. He said that he had told the commanding officer sev-
eral times that the ship was taking on water, but nothing;was done. It was quite a while before anything
was done to prevent the ship from sinking, but with quick thinking and actions “The Mighty Mule™ was
saved, Other stories were of experiences, some funny and some touching. Many were of the friendships
that were made while serving onboard. Afterwards we were free to do whatever we wanted. Some gath-
ered again in the Hospitality Room while others retired to their rooms.

After filling up on breakfast at the hotel’s buffet twenty-one of us boarded the bus for the tour of
Nashville. Our first stop was at the Bi-Centennial Capital Mall State Park where we visited the WWII Me-
morial which includes a revalving 4,000 pound granite globe. After riding past some of the other sights,
such as the State Capital Building, The Nashville Sounds Guitar shaped scoreboard and Tootsies, we ar-
rived at the Country Music Hall of Fall Museum. We were free to wonder through the museum at our own
pace and enjoy the many exhibits throughout the building. Some of the sights and sounds we experienced
were the Kenny Rogers Exhibit, the car from Smokey and the Bandit movie, guitars of all shapes and sizes.
One of the exhibits brought back memories of TV shows such as “Hee Haw”, “The Glen Campbell Show™
and “The Tennessee Ernie Ford Show”. We also enjoyed outfits and scenes from years of concerts by
Country Music’s greatest and finest, from the beginning of bluegrass to today’s new sensations.

Our next stop was at the Ryman Auditorium —The Mother
Church of Country Music. The building was originally built as a church
in 1892 by Thomas Ryman and hosted the Grand Ole Opry from 1943
8 until 1974, We enjoyed the short film about it’s history and then won-
dered around looking at the showcases filled with memorabilia from the
Opry. One of the showcases was Minnie Pearl’s outfit. Minnie was a
big part of the Grand Ole Opry, and many of us remember her infec-
tious laughter and country cousin routine.

Our last stop of the day was lunch at the Hermitage House Smor-
gasbord, where we filled up on the delicious belly busting buffet. The
Hermitage House is a local Nashville favorite and offers a fresh fruit
and vegetable bar, several choices of meat and vegetables, homemade rolls and desserts. After lunch we
lazily headed out to the bus for our return trip to the hotel.

At 6:30 we gathered in banquet room to have our photos taken and enjoy each other’s company be-
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fore the Memorial Service and Banquet started. At 7:30 we started the Memorial Service, led by Jerry
Wotherspoon. As each name was called, representing those that had passed away during the previous year,
Herman Autry tolled the bell twice, It was a somber time of remembrance.

Following the Memorial Service we honored George Hollins with a plaque for his many years of
service with the ship’s store. George did a great job, but he was ready to pass the duty onto Robert Casey.

Our Bangquet meal consisted of salad, freshly baked rolls, Prime Rib,
Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Broceoli Florettes with Julienne Carrots, and
Lemon Layer Cake. After we finished our dinner the entertainment began! We
are privileged to have Ryan Wotherspoon (Jerry’s nephew) sing and his friend,
Casey, accompany him on guitar. Both young men were talented and kept us en-
tertained until Jerry's brother, Bob, took over the microphone and sang some
Frank Sinatra tunes. It was an enjoyable evening filled with song, laughter and
friendship.

After eating Friday breakfast we held our

| husiness meeting and silent auction. The decision
was made that the 2016 Reunion will be on a Cruise.
More details will follow throughout the coming year. |

Tickets were drawn for the Silent Auction,
| There was a great variety of items to choose from.

One of the most popular ones was the USS Muliphen
quilt, which was won by Sharon Rothlingshofer. Other prizes included a ship
model kit, paintings of the ship, flower prints, a bird feeder and the novel Ouile Donated by
“Trident Deception”, The funds from the Silent Auction went into the Associa- David and Paf Means
tion Funds.

Afterwards twenty-three members and guests loaded up on the tour bus and headed over to the Gen-
eral Jackson Showboat for an afternoon of entertainment and more good food. We enjoyed exploring the
hoat and each other’s company as we dined on the delicious buffet. The entertainment group was as good,
or better, than any yvou would see throughout Nashwville.

It seemed like we had just refurned to the hotel when forty-one of us gathered for the Pre-Opry Soup
and Sandwich Meal, After enjoying the light meal we, once again, hopped on the bus and were on the
way to the Grand Ole Opry. The Opry offered the many facets of the Country Music Scene. Some of the
entertainers, such as Larry Gatlin, John Conlee and Connie Smith have been around for many years, while
athers like Canaan Smith and Lauren Alaina, have come on to the scene recently. The last entertain of the
night was the one most people came to see—Reba! She
wowed us for thirty minutes with some of her older mu-
sic and introduced us to some of her newer songs. Eve-
ryone enjoyed the entire show. Upon our return to the
hotel we met in the banquet room for some warm cobbler
and hot coffee. It was a wonderful way to end the day.

Owr final event was the buffet breakfast on our
own. Those of us that could met up one last time and
said our poodbyes until we meet again on the 2016
Cruise.
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Elder, David and Ruth
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Christoffersen, William

Ellas, John and Meva
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Johnson, Douglas and Jane

Martin, Edward and Louise

McCaffrey, Edward and Theresa Means, Dxavid and Pat
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Sharp 111, James and Linda Tittle, Jerry




Wotherspoon, Ryan

Wotherspoon, Robert and Margaret
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Linda Sharp and Jerry Wotherspoon

John Ellas looking over memories
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Alan Bieler wears his “Mighty Mule™ hat he won for traveling the
furthest—all the way from Long Island, NY
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Welcome Reception

Douglas Johnson telling how the ship
almost sunk.
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Country Music Hall of Fame and Nashville City Tour

I'I.I.,““'

MEERGEAY

Robert and Karen Casey hanging out with Bill
Christoffersen, George and Rachel Hollins

it A T

Herman Autry




USS MULIPHEN (AKA-61) 2015 Reunion

Ryman Auvditorium




USS MULIPHEN (AKA-61) 2015 Reunion

Henmitage House Smorgasbord

Our last stop of the day was Hermitage
House Smorgasbord where we filled
up on delicious home cooked food.




USS MULIPHEN (AKA-61) 2015 Reunion

Banguet and Memonal Service

Jerry Wotherspoon leads the Memonal Service as
Herman Autry tolled the bell
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Banguet and Memorial Service

Jerry Wotherspoon presents George Hollins with
g plague for his many vears of faithful service
with the ship’s store.
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Banguet Entertainment

Ryan Wotherspoon and
guitarist Casey Bob Wotherspoon

AKA Frank Sinatra
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John Ellag, David Means, and
Douglas Johnson

Served on the USS MULIPHEN
during the 1950's




USS MULIPHEN (AKA-61) 2015 Reunion

Silent Auction

everal of the Reunion Attendees with
some of the treasures from the Silent
Auction.




USS MULIPHEN (AKA-61) 2015 Reunion

Creneral Jackson

Filling up on some good ole
Southern food
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George & Rachel Holling, Gerri & Tack White, Euth & David Elder,
Charles & Sharon Rothlinshofer
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After Opry Dessert

Alan and Linda Bieler with Linda Sharp

Edward Martin with Donna Earl and
Yernon Miller

Edward McCaffrey, Kathy and Kevin Murray,
Theresa McCaffrey

Charles Rothlingshofer, Louise and Edward Martin
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Affer Opry Dessert

{L.-R) Brenda and David
Baines, Elizabeth, Jemy
and Bob Wotherspoon

Richard Markley #»

CGeorge and Rachel Holling,
David Elder
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It's a Family Event

Jerry Wotherspoon®s Brother and Sister-in-Law,
Bob and Margaret attended the 2015 Reunion,
Their son, Ryan, was our Guest Singer, Jerry's
niece and her hushand, David and Brenda Baines,
also attended the Reunion, (photo unavailable)

Kathy and Kevin Murray, Ed McCaffrey’s sister
and brother-in-law, had a great time at the
Reunion.
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Premier Reunion Services
On-Site Manager,
Julie Baker

Premier Reunion Services, LLC
PO Box 11438
Hickory NC 28603
828.256.6008




